Wisconsin Ten Teacher Standards as Applied in Early Childhood

An Early Childhood Education (ECE) Initial Licensure Teacher needs to be able to demonstrate proficient performance in the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to teach children birth through age 8 through attainment of the following ten standards:

Standard 1

The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for students.

The ECE teacher understands and uses appropriate strategies to develop curriculum approaches, create lesson

plans, and manage a learning environment for young children birth to age eight that provides for all of the

following:

Is based on the interrelationships among child development, learning theory, and education research.

Is implemented through a balanced and integrated curriculum for the early childhood level which emphasizes play, active manipulation of concrete materials, independence in daily living, exploration of the environment, problem solving, and decision making.

Incorporates best practices in the areas of children’s literacy, environmental education, mathematics, motor development, physical and mental health, science, and social science.

Integrated content areas such as creative arts, music, and literature through adult and child initiated themes.

Meets the unique needs of a diverse group of young children and builds upon their strengths.

Standard 2

The teacher understands how children learn and develop, and can provide learning opportunities that support their intellectual, social, and personal development.

The ECE teacher understands the principles and theories of child growth and development and learning

theory as appropriate to children birth through age 8.

Standard 3

The teacher understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.

The ECE teacher understands the wide variability in normal child development, as well as risk factors, and
developmental patterns and delays. The teacher is able to identify, adapt the curriculum for, and seek additional

resources to teach children birth through age 8 with special needs and talents.

Standard 4

The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage students’

development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

The ECE teacher understands the characteristics of play and implements curricular activities that contribute to the cognitive, social, emotional, communication, motor development and learning theory of children birth through age 8.

Standard 5

The teacher uses an understanding of individual and group motivation and behavior to create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation.

The ECE teacher uses theories and principles of classroom organization and management based upon child

development and learning of children birth through age 8 to create a learning environment that fosters friendships and interactions with others.

The ECE teacher understands and uses methods for organizing and team teaching in collaboration with parents

and other professionals to maximize the children’s development through appropriate use of strategies, materials,

equipment, and technology.

Standard 6

The teacher uses knowledge of effective verbal, nonverbal, and media communication techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in the classroom.

The ECE teacher uses effective verbal and nonverbal communication techniques as well as instructional media

and technology to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interactions in the classroom.

The ECE teacher understands and applies principles of program and staff development, supervision and evaluation of support staff.

The ECE teacher understands and applies appropriate principles of professionalism and confidentiality.

Standard 7

The teacher plans instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community,

and curriculum goals.

The ECE teacher understands and implements instructional approaches that contribute to the practical

application of basic skills, preparation of pupils for work including career exploration, and employability skills and attitudes.

Standard 8

The teacher understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and

ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.

The ECE teacher applies developmentally appropriate formal and informal assessment of infant and young

children’s cognitive, social, emotional, communication, motor, adaptive, and physical skills—including vision and hearing development—for initial and ongoing planning and evaluation or progress.

Standard 9

The teacher is a reflective practitioner who continually evaluates the effects of his/her choices

and actions on others (students, parents, and other professionals in the learning community) and

who actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally.

The ECE teacher understands, implements, and as a reflective practitioner, evaluates developmentally appropriate curricular choices upon child development, learning theory, and research for all children birth through age eight.

The ECE teacher actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally.

Standard 10

The teacher fosters relationships with school colleagues, parents, and agencies in the larger

community to support students learning and well-being.

The ECE teacher understands and uses appropriate communication skills for working with other persons

involved in early childhood settings including parents, volunteers, support staff, special education, and pupil

services personnel, and professionals from other disciplines.

The ECE teacher understands and uses appropriate communication skills for working with advisory groups,

community agencies, and other resources.

The ECE teacher understands and uses appropriate strategies designed to develop skills in supporting families

from diverse backgrounds as well as in promoting parent education and family involvement in the early childhood level program.
